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A Note from the Director
Three years in the making! As the saying goes, third times a charm. 

Originally scheduled for RLT’s 2020-21 season, the production was re-
scheduled for the 2021-22 season & made it half-way through rehearsals 
before being re-scheduled again for the current season…our journey 
has had its share of ups and downs and yet, as Jane Austen wrote “The 
distance is nothing when one has a motive.”

That this production of Pride and Prejudice adapted by Kate Hamill, is not 
Pride and Prejudice, the Jane Austen novel, is another one of those truths 
that must be universally acknowledged. (to mis-quote Kenneth Tynan…) 

Pride and Prejudice is considered a flawlessly written novel, one that 
is revered by a multitude of readers. During my research for the play, 
a revelation came when I read that Austen and her family were great 
lovers of theater. Jane wrote and staged theatricals at home, attended 
plays in London and Bath, and her letters are full of her reactions to the 
plays and players she liked (and didn’t…). This inspired a fresh take on our 
theatricals, mixing up Hamill’s contemporary spin with our own twist. 

Hamill’s adaptation of Pride and Prejudice is very contemporary. Although 
it is set in the early 1800s, the play has a sly, modern sensibility. It’s fun 
and feisty and maybe a bit anachronistic—it looks at the Regency era 
with twenty-first century eyes. The layers of humor, honesty, pathos and 
theatricality mix well with the underlying questions about society’s rules, 
past and present. What are rules, if not to be broken? 

“…give a loose rein to your fancy, indulge your imagination in every 
possible flight…” and enjoy the show!
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   Production Team 

Cast 
Performer 1 

Meg Carnahan 
Jane/Miss De Bourgh

Performer 2 
Zosia DeWitt 

Lizzy

Performer 3 
Samantha Kiser 

Lydia/Lady Catherine

Performer 4 
Justin Brent Johnson 

Mr. Darcy

Performer 5 
Brian Hollingsworth 
Mr. Collins/Wickham

Performer 6 
Carl Staub 

Mr. Bingley/Mary

Performer 7 
Kevin Varner 

Charlotte Lucas/Mr. Bennet

Performer 8 
Lu Meeks 

Mrs. Bennet/Miss Bingley
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Director 
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Assistant to the Director 
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Stage Manager 
David Wilk
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Choreographer 
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Sound Designer 
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Props Designer 
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Phyllis Wellman 
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JUSTIN BRENT JOHNSON (Performer 4: Mr. Darcy) is excited 
for his premier Raleigh Little Theatre production! He 
previously played another Jane Austen man- Mr. Knightley in 
Emma with Sweet Tea Shakespeare last spring. Other credits 
include Go Back For Murder (Meredith), Deathtrap (Clifford), 
and The Hollow (Inspector) with NC State TheatreFEST, It’s 
Only A Play (Gus) and Fuddy Meers (Millet) at Theatre in the 
Park, and Bent (Horst) with Justice Theatre Project. Justin 

graduated from Catawba College’s BFA Acting program before receiving a 
MA in Teaching from North Carolina State University. Thanks to Jeri Lynn, the 
cast, crew and everybody involved for the opportunity! 

MEG CARNAHAN (Performer 1: Jane/ Miss De Bourgh) is 
thrilled to be performing with Raleigh Little Theatre! A 
graduate of James Madison University, she recently moved 
to North Carolina from her hometown of Richmond, Virginia 
where she worked with Richmond Triangle Players, Virginia 
Repertory Theatre, and Quill Theatre amongst others. She is 
grateful for the wonderful community of people putting on 
this show, and to Adam, Mom, Dad, and the Yanagiharas for 

their support!

ZOSIA DEWITT (Performer 2: Lizzy) is a senior at NC State 
majoring in Psychology and Spanish, and is so excited to be 
making her debut with Raleigh Little Theatre as Lizzy Bennett! 
Zosia’s credits include Mrs. Gottlieb in Dead Man’s Cell 
Phone, Edith Frank in Diary of Anne Frank, and most recently 
Karen the Computer in Spongebob Squarepants the Musical. 
Zosia thanks her family and friends for their support and 
love, and everyone at RLT for connecting her with amazing 

opportunities and incredible people. 

BRIAN HOLLINGSWORTH (Performer 5: Mr. Collins/Wickham) 
has been bombilating with anticipation to return to the 
stage after 7 years of being positively bedeviled with grad 
school, etc., and is absolutely glee-ridden to be part of this 
splendacious production. Previous credits include Spamalot 
(Ensemble), Hairspray (Corny Collins), Bus Stop (Bo Decker) 
and The Crucible (Willard) at Raleigh Little Theatre, and A 
Christmas Carol (Ensemble) at Theatre in the Park. Much love 

to Grey for his unending support through this theatrical peregrination. 

Cast Biographies



SAMANTHA KISER (Performer 3: Lydia/Lady Catherine) is an 
18 year old NC State graduate, with a BA in English. She has 
performed in community theatre for almost 11 years. Her 
writing has been published in UNCW’s Atlantis Magazine. You 
can find her on Instagram @samanthalilykiser

LU MEEKS (Performer 8: Mrs. Bennet/Miss Bingley) is thrilled 
to be back gracing the Raleigh Little Theatre boards. You 
might recognize her from RLT’s The Revolutionists, SweetTea 
Shakes’ Romeo and Juliet or Bare Theatre’s Trojan Woman. 
Lu was trained at UNCG, but has traveled the world doing 
theatre. She wants to give a major shout out to her fellow 
castmates and Jeri Lynn for allowing her to endlessly play 
and hear out her crazy ideas. She also gives love to the 

OG’s; Mama and Papa Meeks. Love y’all!

CARL STAUB (Performer 6: Mr. Bingley/Mary) recently 
graduated from NC State University with a Major in 
Communication and a Minor in Theatre. He is very excited 
to be returning to the Raleigh Little Theatre stage. Recent 
credits of his include Ragtime (Henry Ford, NC State) and 
Blood at the Root (Colin, RLT). He would like to thank his 
family, his friends, the cast, the crew, and his coworkers for 
their support. He hopes you have a ball! 

KEVIN VARNER (Performer 7: Charlotte Lucas/Mr. Bennet) 
is delighted to be on stage after a 16 year sabbatical. He 
first wowed audiences with his portrayal of President 
Abraham Lincoln in 4th grade, where Miss Collins applauded 
his ability to stand still and speak at the same time. Past 
roles include Sir Andrew Aguecheek in Twelfth Night and 
Cleante in Tartuffe with The Acting Company; Doctor Sugar 
in Suddenly Last Summer at Triad Stage; and The Devil in 

Man and Superman at The American Repertory Theater. Kevin is a licensed 
therapist at a non-profit practice in Raleigh. He sends love to family, 
friends, and his partner Jim.



JESS BARBOUR (Choreographer) is an actor, choreographer, and teaching 
artist. Jess holds a BFA in Theatre from Elon University and studied under 
Bill Esper at The Esper Studio in NYC. Film: Most Wonderful Time, Oh 
Crappy Day. Favorite credits: Wit (NCT), Tony & Tina’s Wedding (Pirate 
Stage), The Herd (Honest Pint). By day, Jess trains medical professionals 
as a Standardized Patient with Duke University Medical School and the 
American Board of Anesthesiology.

DENNIS R. BERFIELD (Production Manager) is from South Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania. He received degrees in Theater and Communication Studies 
at the Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania, and a Masters of Fine Arts in 
Scenic Design and Technology at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
Dennis has worked at various regional and off-Broadway theaters as a 
Scenic Artist, Carpenter, Master Carpenter, Scenic Designer, Assistant 
Technical Director, Scenic Coordinator. After working professionally 
for a number of years, Dennis became an adjunct professor at Millinkin 
University in Decatur, IL and went on to become the Technical Director at 
the University of Scranton in Pennsylvania.

REBECCA BOSSEN (Dialect Coach) is a Durham-based voice coach, 
playwright, performer, and theatre educator. She has taught many classes 
for Raleigh Little Theatre, including Acting, Teens on Stage, and Dialects. 
Previous Raleigh Little Theatre dialect coaching credits: The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, One Man Two Guvnors. She holds 
theatre degrees from Duke University and Northwestern University, as well 
as an Advanced Certificate in Voice Studies from London’s Central School 
of Speech and Drama. www.rebeccabossen.com

ALEX GROMO (Assistant Stage Manager) has been involved in theater 
since his college years at Syracuse University where he played Creon in 
Antigone and Orgon in Tartuffe. After college, he moved behind the scenes 
in several community theaters up and down the east coast. Most recently, 
Alex has volunteered at Raleigh Little Theatre as Assistant Stage Manager 
for In The Heights. He has served as Stage Manager of RLT’s Divas! for the 
past four years. He has also been a part of various crews including lights, 
sound, props and deck for many productions over the past several years.

Production Team 
Biographies



DERRICK IVEY (Scenic Designer) is a Triangle-based actor, director, 
designer, and producer.  Along with Jeri Lynn Schulke and David 
Berberian, he recently launched RedBird Theater Company,  
www.redbirdtheatercompany.com, and will design sets for their 
production of A Doll’s House, Part 2 by Lucas Hnath in November.

JERI LYNN SCHULKE (Director) is a Triangle-based actor, director and 
producer. Directing credits: Small Mouth Sounds (Honest Pint); The 
Taming (Justice Theater); Bonnie And Clyde (NRACT); Picasso At The 
Lapin Agile (ArtsCenter Stage) and more. Producing credits: PlayMakers’ 
Syc; 10 By 10 In The Triangle, Redbird, All Is Calm, Into The Breach, 
Gem Of The Ocean, The Whipping Man, 44 Plays For 44 Presidents 
(ArtsCenter Stage) and more. She will be seen this fall in Doll’s House 
Part 2, produced by RedBird Theater Company, a new Durham-based 
theater. 

THOMAS MATREJEK (Lighting Designer) is excited to be designing once 
again for Raleigh Little Theatre. He has designed several productions 
in the area including Junie B. Jones (RLT), All Together Now (Playhouse 
of Wilson), Seussical TYA (RLT), Blood at the Root (RLT), In the Blood 
(NCSU), and Back to the 80s (AFY Wilson) as well as countless dance 
recitals. 

SEJAL MEHTA (Assistant to the Director) is delighted to serve as 
assistant director in her first production. She participated in the 
Directing Workshop Series at Raleigh Little Theatre. Sejal has assisted 
on the production of short films and various commercials in the 
Triangle. She serves on the Board of Raleigh Little Theatre and the 
North Carolina Arts Council.

JENNY MITCHELL (Costume Shop Manager) is a Costume Designer here 
at Raleigh Little Theatre. She is thankful to have such a dedicated 
group of volunteers and co-workers to work with on this, and every, 
production. Her most recent credits include: Junie B. Jones Is Not A 
Crook, The Mountaintop, A Number, Beehive, and You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown.

KATIE MOOREHEAD (Props Designer) is a dancer, choreographer, 
costumer, and technician.  She grew up in a theatre-loving family full of 
performers, dancers, musicians, and technicians. Katie has spent her 
life studying dance and theatre and loves to share her passion for the 
arts with others. She last worked with Raleigh Little Theatre doing props 
for Elephant and Piggie’s We Are in a Play. Katie has also worked with 
Paperhand Puppet Intervention, Seed Art Share, and Cary Players. She 
currently is the Theater Manager at Carrboro High School.  



DAVID RANII (Sound Designer) is jazzed about working on his first 
Raleigh Little Theatre production. A retired News & Observer business 
reporter, he previously was a co-sound designer for Heisenberg, The 
Normal Heart, and Ashe in Johannesburg at Burning Coal Theatre. 

BRENNAN REILLY (Sound Engineer/Designer) is an Audio Engineer 
and Sound Designer based out of Winston-Salem, NC. In 2019, they 
designed sound for Ken Ludwig’s Baskerville at Raleigh Little Theatre. 
Brennan has designed and engineered sound for many productions at 
school, community, and regional theatres across the state and is very 
excited to be back at Raleigh Little Theatre for Pride and Prejudice!

HEATHER J. STRICKLAND (Raleigh Little Theatre’s Executive Director) 
has been in her role since June 2020. Heather has over 15 years 
of experience in developing organizational strategy and branding, 
fundraising, and cultivating engagement for nonprofit and public service 
organizations. She has been involved with RLT since 2005, starting as a 
volunteer and stepping into the roles of director, teaching artist, and 
board member over time. Heather has also worked as a director, actor, 
and dance/fight choreographer. She is a member of ArtEquity’s first 
cohort of National Board Leaders and has a degree in Theatre Arts and 
Communications from Flagler College.

PATRICK TORRES (Raleigh Little Theatre’s Artistic Director) has been a 
professional director and educator for over 15 years. His work has been 
seen at The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, The Southwest 
Shakespeare Festival, Round House Theatre, The Source Festival, 
and the Hangar Theatre among others. In 2003, he was selected as a 
Drama League Directing Fellow and in 2005 was named a Young Leader 
of Color by the Theatre Communications Group. He has an MFA in 
Directing from the University of Southern Mississippi.

DAVID WILK (Stage Manager) is happy to be stage managing again at 
Raleigh Little Theatre.  Pre-Covid, David stage managed The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, What We’re Up Against, Don’t 
Dress For Dinner, One Man Two Guvnors, Mothers and Sons and 
Beertown at RLT. When not stage managing, he frequently wears all 
black and can be found working backstage or stage managing at other 
area theatres.

Production Team Biographies



2022-23 Board of Directors
Natasha Gore (President)

Harryson Turner (Vice President)
Nicole Rogers (Secretary)

Kirk Smith (Treasurer)
Lisa Hoskins (Past President)

Clif Cates
Brooke Cummings 

Rudra Dutta
Steve Epstein

Barbette Hunter
Leslie Ann Jackson

Safiyah Jackson
Adrienne Kelly-Lumpkin

Kyma Lassiter
Sejal Mehta

Aliana Ramos
Waltye Rasulala
Suzanne Ruggles

Phillip Bernard Smith
Pam Swanstrom
Kimberly Wood

Judy M. Dove (Volunteer Rep)
Wyatt Booth (Board Attorney)



1936 Legacy Society
Anonymous

Velvet Rattelade

Clifford & Janet Raynor

Leigh Ann Wilder and John B. Holding

Donald and Bonita Scott

David and Judi Wilkinson

Raleigh Little Theatre is grateful to the following 
individuals, companies and private and public funding 
agencies that have invested in live, community theatre 
and arts education. This list reflects gifts to the general 
needs of the theatre of $100 or more between August 
22, 2021 – August 22, 2022.

Donors
Contributing Members



Corporate Partners
Back-to-One Acting Studio
Baker Roofing Company
Barnhill Contracting Company
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina
Capital City Civitan Club
Capitol Broadcasting Company/WRAL-TV5
Coastal Federal Credit Union
Duke Raleigh Hospital
First Citizens Bank
Girl Scouts - North Carolina Coastal Pines
Goulding Construction
Hillsborough Street Community Services Corporation
in situ studio
Medical Mutual Holdings, Inc.
Medlin-Davis Cleaners
North State Bank
Poyner Spruill
Principled Technologies
Raleigh Brewing Company
The English Garden
Walton & Maready Orthodontics
Witherspoon Woodworks
Yardi Systems



Foundation and  
Government Partners

Bell Family Foundation
City of Raleigh Arts Commission
Charles W. Gaddy and Lucy Finch Gaddy  
  Endowment Fund, a component fund of the  
  North Carolina Community Foundation
Herbert T. Young Community Center
John William Pope Foundation
Mary Duke Biddle Foundation
North Carolina Arts Council
North Carolina Community Foundation
The Stewhead Family Fund
The Warner Fund
The W. Trent Ragland Foundation
United Arts Council of Raleigh & Wake County

Fitz-Simons
Alec and Georgia Donaldson^
Amy & John Bason
Anonymous
Cece & Peter Scott
Chancy & Keith Kapp
David, Elaine & Alyssa Petrone*
Herbert Huene
Jan & Jim Robles
Jim and Cantey Tanner
Kristie & Patrick Nystedt



Mark & Lisa Hoskins*
Mike & Maggie McGee*^
Melissa Hancock
Mindtracs
Phyllis Parish & Seab Howard
Rick LaBach
Rosemary and Smedes York
Ruth Bromer & Joseph Huberman Charitable Fund/ 
   North Carolina Community Foundation
Scott Falmlen & Paul Fox
Tana Shehan^
Velvet Rattelade

Producer
Becky and Peggy  
   Johnston^
Bethany Hagan
Bonnie & Don Scott
Clifford & Janet Raynor
Daniel Hall
David and Carol Carlson
David Wilk
Ed & Fran Anderson
Eliza Olander
Freyja & Magnus  
   Sindemark
Gail G. Smith
Greg & Jenny Anglum
James, Kimberly and  
   Savannah Moore

Jean Gross & Don Miller
Jim Allen & Timothy  
   Locklear
Joe Ferguson
Julia Truelove^
Kathy Mauney^
Leslie Ann Jackson
Pam Swanstrom
Peter & Nancy Watkins 
Dimitrios*
Steve and Lisa Zaytoun
The Awesomettes
Tina Morris-Anderson &  
    Paul Anderson
Tucker Bullock

Fitz-Simons



Director
Alan Hymowitz and  
   Olivia Fried
Amelia Lumpkin Household
Amy Blackwell^
Carl Griffith
Charles & Cheryl Hall
Debra Schafrath*
Donna Strickland
Elaine Miller
Gail Morfit
Heather and Aaron  
   Strickland
Jackie Locklear
Jamie Ayscue
Janet Christenson
Jeanette Jackson^
Jeff Kochuk
Jim & Carolyn Hammerle
John Riedy
Kathleen Burkett
Kathleen Curie Hall

Kelley Keats
Kirk Smith
Linda Bamford
Melanie Monchick  
   Household
Natasha Gore
Nicole Rogers
Pamela Townsend  
   Household
Rob & Linda Grew
Ruth Freeman
Sam & Karen Spilman*
Stephen & Ann-Marie  
   Gerney*^
Tippy Thornton
Tony & Elli Gemma
Walker Sherk
Warren & Judy Keyes^
Wes Saunders &  
   Laura Jasmine



Designer
Adrienne Kelly-Lumpkin
Alex Keyes
Amita Desai
Andrea Nixon
Benji Jones^
Betsy Bates^
Casondra Hunter
Cheryl & Joe Wolozyn
David & Ann Permar
David & Devon Bennett^
Dena & Charles Silver
Douglas Holbrook
Elizabeth Deloache
Emmett Aldredge
Jeff & Julie Brooks*^
Joyce Rothchild^
Karen Morgan Williams
Kathryn Millican
Kathy Lagana and  
   John Gerwin
Kay & Lynda Mowery*
Larhe Spell
Leigh Bleecker
Lise Osvold and  
   Robert Miller
Lorna Knick
Mary Rowland^
Natalie Turgeon

Neil & Mary Saunders
Pete & Mary Catharine  
   Eberhart
Sandra Deutsch Crane^
Rhonda Raney
Rob Maddrey &  
   Mark Tulbert
Robert and Evelyn Larson
Robert and Shirley  
   Abernethy^
Roland Batten*
Ronzel Bell
Ruth Gross & Hans Kellner
Sarah Preston
Starr Markham
Stephanie Perri
Steven Epstein
Suzan Smith
Suzanne Ruggles
Terry Haggerty^
Tina & Lee Clyburn
Tracy Abercrombie  
   Household
Vincent Moss
Warren English
William Gilkeson^
Yolanda Rabun



Actor
Abigail Jordan
Ali Goins
Aliana Ramos
Amber & Jason Garcowski
Anastasia Sabarsky
Andrew Gibbons
Andrew Holton
Angela Spain
Ann Haigler
Annetta Hoggard
Anonymous
Barbara and Michael Walsh
Barbara Witherwax
Gene Jones^
Beth McGalliard
Bill & Sandra Boyd
Blythe Strickland
Bob & Linda Cyrus
Brian Westbrook
Caralyn & Bob House
Catherine Williams
Cathy & Jim Stuart
Charles J. Phaneuf
Christine Grant
Christine Siwan
Christopher Page Household
Claire Huene
Clifton Cates
Dan Bain
Danielle Taylor Household

Dave Sniffin
Deb Royals-Mizerk
Del Flack
Derreth & John Kavanagh
Diane & Jeff Williams
Diane Petteway
Dimitri Eliopoulos
Doris Huebner
Douglas Richmond
Dr. Fred Sanborn
Earl Singleton
Edna Hensey
Elizabeth Droessler
Emilie Sigel
Emma Beckham
Erika Grams
Erin Witcher
Frank Sparks
Fred Watke
Gail Hemedinger
Gary O. Leach
Gerald Pottern
Glenda Carter
Goetz Household
Grant & Lucinda Gainey^
Hanz Thestral
Helen Hagan
Holiday Childs
J. Paumier & M. Gumpertz
James Vestal



Jan Rush
Janelle Jennings-Alexander
Janet Bottoms
Janet Moyer
Jason Lano
Jeanne Moskal
Jennifer Cornell
Jennifer Grigas
Jerome Brown
Jessica Foster
Jessica Griffin^
Jill Yonowitz
John & Jackie Phelps
John & Susan Adams
John Coggin
Joy Walter^
Judith & Lanford Peck
Judith Szustakowski
Judy & Kent Dove
Julie Florin
Karyn Harrell^
Katie Warner
Kella Hatcher
Kelly Kuss
Kenneth Marks
Kerby Baier
Kevin Norsworthy
Kjell Terrell
Kristen Gulish
LaToya Smith

Lauren Van Hemert
Lee & Sunny Allen
Leon & Staci Sabarsky
Leslie Alger
Leslie Aloud
Lil Galphin
Linda & Mike Rafferty
Linda Sparks Household
Linda Wellnitz
Lisa & Ray Behrens
Loy Chipley
Lucille Lea
Margaret Link
Margaret Madewell
Martha & Bill Lamb
Martin Streicher
Mary Ashley
Mary Chris Easterly
Mary Styers
Melvin Woodland and James 
Merrill^
Megan Farrell
Michael & Lisa Sandman
Neeraj Saraiya
Noreen Fitzmaurice
Pat Moore
Pat Roos
Patrick Torres
Paul George
Paula Bridges

Actor



Phillip Smith
Preston Hopkins
Randy & Chris Thomson^
Rebecca Crosson
Rebecca Lassiter
Rhonda Irwin
Richard & Sara Loeppert
Richard Hendel
Ron & Aleta Ash
Ron & Renee Crowson
Ronald Hayes Jr
Rose Troyer
Roxanne Hicklin
Samuel Shelton
Sandra Watson^
Shannon Eddleman
Shannon Price
Shelia Arms
Sherry Hunter
Sonja Perkins
Sonya Callaway
Stan Paskoff

Steve & Martha Derbyshire
Steve Melkerson
Susan & Joseph Stimmel
Susan Kimbrell
Suzanne Chaploney
Suzy Purrington
Ted Hopkins
Terrance Woodyard  
   Household
Thomas Matrejek
Thomasina O’Neal
Tom & Peggy Eifler*
Tracy Birdwhistell
Treggie Roy
Victoria Nevois Household
Vijay & Kamlesh Gupta
Vincent Genna
Wyatt Booth
Yolanda Hurtado
Yvonne and Michael  
   Anderson

* These patrons support RLT and their employers  
   generously match their gifts.

^ These patrons are RLT Sustainers and support RLT with  
   automatic recurring donations.

Actor



In honor of…
Dennis Berfield and  
   Emily Denison
Georgia Donaldson
Heather Strickland
Leah Bason
Maddie Behrens
Patrick Torres

The dedicated staff at RLT  
   and all you do!
Tippy Thornton
Vic Bell, Jr. and  
   Fairley Bell Cook
Warren and Judy Keyes

In memory of…
Bobbie Liles Campbell
Elizabeth Grimes Droessler
Felix A. Poole Jr.
John Irwin
Jack Hall
Linda O’Day Young
Lisa Permar Ham
Lois Andrews

Patrick Hancock
Rebecca Myer Memorial
Sharon Pigott
Sheila Denn
Sophia Walsh
Tom March and his  
   daughter Karin March Jones

For more information about  
investing in RLT, contact Thea Cola 

by email at Thea@RaleighLittleTheatre.org  
or via telephone at 919-821-4579 x230.
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Learn more at NCArts.org
YOU ARE THE REASON WHY.

@NCArts@NCArtsCouncil
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newsletters.
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We’ve been called a lot of things, 
but ordinary isn’t one of them

empireeats.com

http://empireeats.com


4351 The Circle at North Hills
Raleigh, NC 27609

919.856.0604 - edibleartnc.com
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